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Fig. 4.14: Part of Pluto’s infrared spectrum (top trace) compared with a theoretical
spectrum calculated on the basis of a g8% nitrogen (N2), 1.5% methane (CH4), and
0.5% carbon monoxide (CO) ice. Note how well the theoretieal model matches the
observation. Some individual features in the spectrum due to the presence of the three
frosts are labeled. (Adapted from T. Owen, D. Cruikshank 1997, in Pluto and Charon,
University of Arizona Press)

face contained only about one carbon monoxide molecule for every
200 nitrogen molecules, and about one methane molecule for every
| 1000 nitrogen molecules (Figure 4.14). All the while since 1976, 6481 2008-07-23 37 64812008-07-23 38
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